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Declaration from the People of God, 


Called, 


UAKERS; 
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AGAINST 
All Seditious Conventicles, and dangerous Praftiſes of any who under colour or pretence of ter:- 
der Conſcience, have, or may contrive lnſurretions; the ſaid People being clecy trom all ſuck 


things, in the ſight of God, Angels and Men, 


Hereas there is lately pubiiſhed an AR, entituled, Am A 70 
prevent and ſnppreſs Seditious Conventicles; The words in the 
P:earbleof which A& ate as followeth, *©* For providng {further and 
wore (ieedy rem:d es againſt the growing and dangerous prattices of 
* [edit;ons Seftaries, and other difloyal Perſons; who under pretence 
'* of tender Conſciences hav?, or may at their Mcetings contrive Inſur- 


* refttons (as late experience hath ſhewen,) 
| concern them, for Onuakers Meetings are not ſeditious Conven- 
ticles, and therefore ought not to be ſuppreſit ; neither have been, 
or are our Practices dangerous, but have alwayes becn found peaceable, and 
clear of ſuch things, and thouph we have been accuſed as Plotters, &c. 
and though we have been numbred amongit ſeditious Perſons, yet nothing of 
that kind could ever be juſtly charged or proved againſt us, And as for the 
word, Dilloyal to the King, We have alwayes paid our Taxes, and Aſﬀeſ. 
ments, and other Dues, and Duties, more ihen any People according to our 
abilities, and ſo the thing that belongs to C/ar we give to Ceſar, and that 
which belongs to God we give to God, his Worſhip in Spirit and Truth, 
which 1s his Due : and ne | ans kept our Mectings on our parts peaceahly, 
who have been gathered rogether by the Lord, in the Name of Jeſus. And 
we do not meet together under a colour, or pretence of tender Conſcien- 
ces toplot, and contrive Inſarre&tions againſt the King, but meet together 
in the Power and Spirit of the Lord, without any ſuch pretence, but in re- 
allity ro Worſhip and Glorife God in our Bodies, Souls, and Spirits, which 
arehis , and for ſo doing it hath coſt many of our Friends and Brethren 
their lives, by impriſonment, exile, and otherwiſe ; neither dare wefor- 
ſake the aſſemblings of our ſelves together, as the manner of ſome was, &c. 
And our meetings have been peaceable all along on our account, though rnde 
People have come, and railed againſt us, and abuſed us, And our Principle 
is, and ever was againſt ſuch practices as Sedition, or contriving Inſur- 
rections, but it leads us to the peaceable Truth, and to ſeck the peace of all 
men, and to Chriſt Jeſus who is the Way to God, who1s the Authour of 
Peace: And ſo weare by Chriſt Jeſus taught*to deny all Sedition, Conſpi- 
racy, and InſurreRion - and he doth teach us to deny all ſuch — who 
was before all ſuch things, and ſeditious Secs were, and will be when they 
are all gone, for he is the ſame to day, yeſterday and for ever. 

And it any ſhould pretend tenderneſs of Conſcience, and Religious ex- 
grciſe, and under that colour intend a quite contrary thing, asto contriygs 
Inſurre&tions, &c. this is groſs hypocrilie and br} urs. Joy which aur, 
Souls ever did, and do abhor, and deny ; and ſuch are unlawful Meetings : 
And were not the Magiſtrates, as Mayors, Juſtices, and other Officers, 
&c. enjoyned by their Oathes before, to look after the preſervation of 
the peace, againſt all ſuch ſeditious Meetings, as much as this AR doth re- 
quire * 

And if any Magiſtrate ſhould take hold upon any that are innocent of 
theſe Actions mentioned in the Ticle and Preamble of the AR, Then,whether 
or no (the innocent Perſon being detamed, belides his ſuffering, and ſpoy- 
ling of his good) the Lord will got take notice to defend the Innocent, and 
ar” for ſuch things. 

Now it fuur belides the Family may meet that are ſeditious ſpirits, 
may not many ſuch little Meetings do more hurt then if there were two or 
three hundred together ? for then they may ſpeak out their minds to one an- 
other, which they could not before hundreds of mixt People. Now if 
Ce/ar mult have his Due, mult we not meet together to give God his due. 

And it fuch an A&t ſhould have been nb by the 7ews in the dayes of 
Chriſt, would it not have taken hold of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles ? for had 
not he twelve with him, and ſeventy, and ſometimes hundreds, and thou- 
ſands: And was there not many Se&s amongſt the Fews, yet all profeſt God ? 
And are there not ſeveral Sects in Txrkey ? do not Fews, and Turks, and 
Chriſtians keep theit Meetings on ſeveral dayes diſtin& ? And in the Aogal's 
Country, are there not ſeveral Religions? And in Germany, and the low 
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He People of God in ſcorn called Qwatygrs, are all free and clear 
from theſe Aﬀions above, or before mentioned, and it doth not 


Countries, and in many parts of Chriſtendom, and other parts of the World 


are there not ſeveral Religions ? and yer they have their peaceable ey 
And did not God let Adam have liberty in the Earth ? and Abrahan let 16- 


mael have liberty of the Wilderneſs > So why ſhould not they have liberey 
that be Innocent, to wait upon, and worſkip God, who'areclear from Se- 
dition, and contriving Infurre&tion under pretence of tender Conſciences, 
for any pretence whatſoever ? concerning which we that are called 2uaker: 
can ſay in the Preſence of God, we are tree and elear from, and teſtthe «6 
all men, though we have been ſo accuſed, and have been tryed by impriſon- 
ment todeath, and baniſhment, and ſpoyling of Goods, yet were always 
innocent, and ſo we are the ſame to this day, who do excerciſe a good Con- 
ſcience towards God, and towards all men. 

And are any to be credibly intormed againſt or ſuppreſt, but ſuch as are 
known to be feditious, and areof that Spirit, that under a pretence of ten- 
der Conſcience plot and contrive Inſurrections ? If fo, Then whether in- 
nocent and peaceable People, that meet really to worſhip God in the Spi- 
rit, and in the Peaceable Truth (which all plotting 1s out of) theſe are con- 
cerned according to the title and reaſon of this Act. 

And whether the Liturgy doth not allow of People to meet together, eo 
worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, without limitation of Time, Place or 
Number ? For ought not men at all times, and in all places to perform their 
bounden duty to God, and to pray to him, and to give thanks for his Bene- 
fits, which - daily receive ? And doth nor the Lord ſay, I every place 
Offerings ſball be oa & my Name, Mal. 1. And doth not the Apoſtle ſay, 
I will that mon pray every where, lifting «p holy Hands without wrath and doubting. 
And doth not the Apoſtle ſay, As every man hath recebved the Gift, even [ſo mi- 
niſter the ſame one to another, at good Stewaras of the manifold Graces of God, Pet. 
4.19, Anddid not Chriſt to incourage his little Flock, ſay, Whereſoever 
two or three are gathered together in my Name, 1 am in the midſt of them : Not li- 
mitting them to that number, and no more, as you may ſee how Chriſtianity 
after ſpread, as the Epiſtles ro the Churches declare. So this is not to hin- 
der them that be peaceable in Chriſt Jeſus, from meeting either in a Barg, 
Houſe, Field, Back-fide, or any other place ; for they met thoufands with 
him in the Wilderneſs. And doth not the Prophet ſay, The holy One muſt not 
be limitted? And doth not the Liturgy allow of the ſame Worſhip, and Mee- 
tings as the holy Scriptures allow ot ? 
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A Polt{cript. 


The Terms of the Title and Preamble, Explained. 


Edition, is, Contentious, Factious, loving Diſcord. 
Corventicle, 15, A little private —— commonly for ill, (common- 
ly ſo taken, the Doors being ſhut) [defined by the Law ] ſuch, wherein ma- 


ny do impart to others their meaning, to kill a man, &c. as alſo where Con- 


ſpiracies, Confederacies are ; See Lamb. 173, 177. 

And ſuch areunlawfull Aſſemblies, or Conventicles, as conſiſt of a num- 
ber of People, gathered together diſorderly, for the cauſe of ſome one, or of 
a few Perſons that are Riots, againſt which theſe Statutes were provided, 
13 H.5.cap.8, 19. and19 H. 7. cap.13. and before them were the Statute 
of Nort. 2 E. 3. cap. 3. laid upon them, 2 R. 2. cap. 6. 

Seditions Conventicles, are little private faRtious Aſſemblies, where Diſcord, 
Rebellion or InſurreRion is contrived, plotted, deligned or intended, 

Diſloyal Perſons are, ſuch as are Treacherous, Trayterous, Falſe, Deceitful, 
Breakers of Promiſe, and the like. : 

Seditions Seftarier, are taken for ſuch people as are Fatious and Rebell1- 
ous, being of a different Profeſſion from the ancient Truth ; or ſuch as 
therein are divided into Sides, and Parties, following ſuchas are Leaders in 
FaRion, Rebellion and Schiſm. 


Froxs aligheſe evil things, the People of God, called Quakers, are clear, and freed 
by the Ptwer of Gel which was before all ſuch things were ;, who are Profeſſors of 


Chriſt Jeſus, the ancient Truth, before Setts were. | 
So our deſires are in tenderneſs to all 7s, their good, that they may put 4 
differtnce between the Precious and the Vile,and ſuch as ſerve:God,and ſuch as ſerves 
him net , and ſo that they all in the pure Wiſdom of God from above may mind, and 
take notice of theſe vbings, from them that defires the Kings, and their everlaſting 


$ood and proſperity in the Trmb, which che Devil is ont of 
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